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Move Your Body! Margaret Cavendish on Self-Motion

When someone throws a tennis ball in the air, we might think that the person’s hand is the
cause of the ball’s upward motion. Cavendish disagrees. She argues that the tennis ball
causes itself to move; it carries itself aloft. The hand is a mere occasion of the tennis ball’s
motion. My goal in this talk is two-fold. First, I will reconstruct some of the arguments
Cavendish uses to establish that material things like tennis balls are self-moving. Her basic
strategy is to show that alternative models of body-body interaction are untenable.
According to Cavendish, we cannot really make sense of the idea that one body causes
another body to move. Assuming that something must cause bodies to move, however,
Cavendish concludes that bodies move themselves. Second, Cavendish needs to explain
why bodies nevertheless appear to causally interact, even if they don’t really. It’s a striking
fact that tennis balls do not typically throw themselves across a room unless someone’s
hand is involved. I provide a new reading of the way bodies respond to their external
circumstances in Cavendish’s system, despite being causally insulated from them.
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Relevance of Feminist Methodologies of History of Philosophy
outside Western Philosophy
Feminist historiography of philosophy has been developing for decades, leading to major
insights into rethinking the canon, recovering the names and works of women philosophers,
and developing methodologies. However, the reflections and approaches remained largely
centred on Western philosophy, its figures, issues, and assumptions. While leading to very
impressive insights into Western philosophy, it also raises the question whether feminist
history of philosophy has a Western bias and whether such research is relevant in
philosophical traditions outside the realm of Western philosophy. In my talk, I will explore the
applicability of feminist approaches outside the Western tradition, turning to the history of
Ukrainian philosophy. The canon of Ukrainian philosophy remains almost exclusively male,
and no major feminist work has been done to assess if there were indeed no Ukrainian
women philosophers or if the lack of figures is due to the male bias. I will argue that some
feminist approaches are more relevant than others and show how turning to a different
philosophical tradition can help uncover the Western bias and thus broaden the
understanding and intuitions about feminist historiography of philosophy. To do that, I will
review some Western feminist approaches, referring to texts by Mary Ellen Waithe, Eileen
O'Neill, Charlotte Witt, Sarah Hutton, and Moira Gatens. Then, I will explore which approaches
remain relevant and which are at odds with the history of Ukrainian philosophy. Those
approaches that remain relevant can be very helpful to start a feminist re-reading of the
history of Ukrainian philosophy, and I will demonstrate how they can be used to recover
some Ukrainian women philosophers. Those approaches that seem less relevant have
perhaps an even bigger value, as they can show the limits of working within the Western
tradition and how some of its intuitions are not equally applicable to a different philosophical
tradition. This can help to work on broadening and improving methodologies which can
account for different philosophical traditions and, in turn, encourage more feminist research
both within and outside the history of Western philosophy.
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The Harms of Contraception & The Moral Permissibility of Abortion:
Extending Thomson’s Argument beyond the Violinist, the Coat, and
People Seeds

This talk seeks to extend the argument made by Judith Jarvis Thomson in her paper ‘A
Defense of Abortion’, which argues for the moral permissibility of abortion in a limited set of
cases. I will argue that the arguments Thomson makes in favour of abortion to uphold
female bodily integrity can be extended to further cases than the ones she defends. Namely,
the moral permissibility of abortion in cases where contraception is foregone - based on a
desire to minimise harms on the female population, and to place women on a level playing
field as men in terms of consequences of intercourse. I will base my argument on the
gendered burdens of contraception that infringe on female bodily integrity, and will show that
such infringements are harmful to the extent that female contraceptive use ought to be
avoided in favour of less effective methods. I will then defend my argument against two
possible counterarguments: that abortion itself infringes on female bodily integrity, and that
women hold “special responsibilities” to a foetus. Ultimately, I will conclude that in cases
where a woman chooses to forego female contraception, it is morally permissible for her to
have an abortion.
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Dreaming of Paradox: Sor Juana’s Poetic Cosmology

During the New Spanish Baroque period (mid 17th century to the early 19th century), there
are few authors who stand out more than Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz. Remembered most for
her fiery proto-feminism, the Mexican nun’s poetry, plays, music, and letters have been
recollected as works of one the most fascinating philosophers of the early modernity. The
focus of this research will not be on her proto-feminism, but her work in metaphysics and
cosmology, where her efforts to understand the intersection of science and religion led her
down roads that would later be traversed by other great thinkers such as Immanuel Kant and
G. W. F. Hegel. Sor Juana’s poem, Primero Sueño (First Dream), is an apotheotic tale of a
woman who is freed from her body and able to explore and investigate the world as a spirit.
The spiritual world around her is likened to a pyramid, where each side leads up to a single
point, the oneness of God. Her theology, grounded in Neoplatonic emanationism, perceives
all aspects of reality as participating in and reflecting the divine. After contemplating and
struggling to understand oneness, she begins to focus on the particular: minerals, plants,
and humans. She marvels at how such complex entities emerge from simpler materials,
forms, and past events. This process of contemplation comes to a halt, once Sor Juana
reaches an impossible paradox. If God is One and God created the world and the world is an
aspect of God, then it cannot be the case that the world could contain multitudes. Yet, she
observes minerals, plants, and humans of immense complexity. Sor Juana likens answering
this paradox to the myth of Phaethon, who drives the sun-chariot despite the dangers and is
struck down by Zeus in consequence. This presentation will walk alongside Sor Juana as
she ponders these antinomic issues and will formulate the problem as the Inconsistent
Cosmological Tetrad (ICT), modelled after the formulation of the Mind/Body problem by
Keith Campbell. The ICT is a set of four propositions, each seemingly true and problematic to
reject, but incompatible if all accepted together; details and definitions will be provided in the
presentation, with information on why both a Catholic Neoplatonist like Sor Juana would
come to these conclusions and why even the most secular contemporary scholar should
agree there is a problem. Sor Juana’s conclusion to the issue is quite similar to the position
Kant would take a century later, to accept her inability to solve the paradox, but Sor Juana
differs from how Kant on a key point; despite the danger of trying, she was determined to
keeping pushing towards knowledge on the relationship between nature and deity. In this
way, I argue that Sor Juana honored both her religious beliefs and the sciences by holding
onto her faith but refusing to let the distress of paradox push her to a dogmatic reduction of
cognitive dissonance. For philosophers and theologians working on these issues, I see Sor
Juana as an exemplar.


